Natchitoches Historic District Development Commission
Full Commission Meeting

10:00 AM – 10:25 AM
July 20, 2023
PRESENT: Rebecca Blankenbaker, Gayle Howell, Jill Leo, John Richmond, Van Erikson, Payne Williams, Laura Lyles
GUEST PRESENT: Jessica Broadway, CPA; Micah Murchison, Secretary for Carrie Hough
CALL TO ORDER: Jill Leo called the meeting to order. The commission reviewed the minutes from the June 15, 2023 Full Commission Meeting. We did not have a quorum for the meeting, 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Payne Williams, discussion on the financial statement as of June 30, 2023. Our balance as of June 30, 2023 $268,165.88. Check register for June is $123,383.00. We did not have a quorum for the meeting, we will vote on the financial statement at the next meeting.
OLD BUSINESS: 
N/A

NEW BUSINESS:  
Van Erikson gave an update for NSU. The entering freshman class will be larger than last year, retention is their next focus. N-Side View Day will be September 30, Family Day is also September 30 for football, Homecoming will be November 4. 
Rebecca Blankenbaker gave an update from CRNHA. Walking tours have turned into their summer schedule, they will take place at 10 am. Go Natchitoches has seen an increase in downloads, this is from the NSU Freshman Connection sessions. They hosted a hospitality management and tourism intern this summer, her name is Alayna Bush, aka The Golden Whisk. Her project this summer was to update the digital content and media on the Natchitoches Film Trail. They started with the Steel Magnolia trail, they are unveiling new sidewalk vinyl stickers on the sidewalks on filming sites. The stickers have QR codes that have a piece of the scene or a TikTok that they have created. They created this to engage with the younger generation. They are unveiling this at the Sports Hall of Fame next Friday at 12:15 pm.
Gayle Howell gave a report for APHN. They are offering a watercolor art class on August 11th from 5-7 pm at the Lemee House for $30. They are doing Candlelight on the Cane on October 13, which will include a cruise up and down Cane River and wine and cheese. They are doing the Melrose Fall Festival, October 14-15. Moonlight over Melrose which is a Halloween experience on October 27 from 6-9 pm. They are having a trunk-or-treat lane with jeeps at the event.
Jill Leo gave a report for Main Street. Jill handed out the upcoming events. This weekend is the

Folk Festival at NSU. Next Friday night is a free concert with the LASHOF Rocking Riverfest. Thursday

LASHOF press conference and welcome reception, Fright at noon is the bowling event. Saturday is the

kids camp in the morning and then the ceremony that evening. Roque House is moving along, they

poured another layer of concrete on the support buildings. Laura Lyles stated that Greg Burke joined the

LASHOF Foundation, inviting him to the monthly meetings would be great.
Laura Lyles gave a report for the Natchitoches Area Chamber. Tomorrow is the LYPC 
and they are expecting over 100 people to attend. Dustin handed out posters for the event. Next

week is the State of Education Address and brief update on NPBS schools, Dr. Jones and others

speaking at NSU Student Union Ballroom. Light the Way 5K is on November 19 (Turn on the

Holidays weekend). Thrive Gala is scheduled for December 7.

John Richmond gave an update as Parish President. He reminded everyone to take part of the LASHOF weekend. The parish has received recognition on things they are doing on economic development. 

Rebecca Blankenbaker gave a report for Mayor Ronnie Williams. He thanked everyone for their support of the Juneteenth festival. On September 19 we will be hosting a Civil Rights Marker Unveiling of the train depot. Invitations will go out and the Lieutenant Governor will be there. The CRNHA submitted a nomination to have the train depot on the Louisiana Civil Rights Trail and it was accepted. The event will have the opportunity for hardhat tours. Carrie Mardorf has accepted a new job and promotion, she leaves at the end of August.

Jill Leo stated to have all members complete the 2023 Ethics Online Training and to submit the certificate to Carrie. To complete the training visit www.ethics.la.gov.
Jill Leo stated that the Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosure Statement is due on or before May 15. You can access the disclosure at www.ethics.state.la.us. 
Jill Leo reminded the commission about needing to complete the Sexual Harassment Prevention Training by the end of the year. The online training is at http://lma.teachable.com. 
